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The Fosse was heavily shelled during the greater part ofthe

day without material damage being done. We continue to supply working
parties for the R.E. daily. Owing to lack of material work on billet
improvement has been hampered, but rifle racks have been made for some billets
and shell shelters imnroved.

Relieved 2nd. Royal Welsh Fusilisesrs in AUCHY RIGHT. We have one company
2/6th Royal Warwicks attached. They have two platoons with "g" Coy. and
two platoons with "D" Coy. They are a second line Territorial battalion.
The Cemerxonians are on our left and the /87 AW, on our right. Enemy
very qulet.

Weather brilliant and wind in the West,

Enemy very quist. A Tew shells landed in the neighbourhood of High Street
causing no material damage. Saps are being dug under the parapet rirht
out through our wirse. These are well in hand. It 18 proposed to have
one per platoon as Jumping off places. The C.0, and Officers of 2/5th.
Warwicks visited the trenches andg arranged the relief. One company of
theirs is with us, another comes from the Cameroniang and the remaining two
from BEUVRY.
of their battalion, togethsr with our Specialist Officers and a few Signallers,

Snipers, etc.

We are to leave two companies in the village line in support

The Cameronians onm our Yeft, raided the hostile trenches

at 11 p.m. covered by a barrage of trench mortar and artillery fie. Results
are not yet known. There was an absence of hostile rifle fire during the

~raid, which probably points to 1its having been swift and successful,

Battalion was relieved by E/Sth. Royal Warwickshire Regiment, less two
companies, which remained in reserve in the village line. Major Kennedy
remained in command of these two companies. The two companies relieved

wers billeted in BEUVRY near Headquarters. One Officer and four N.C.0's

were left behind attached to the 2/5th. Warwicks for their instruction, together
with all the Specialist Officers of the battalion, '

Draft of 82 other ranks arrived from the 3/5th. Scottish Rifles, bringing the
battalion well over gtrength. We have at the moment 41 Officers. The draft
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was complete in equipment but deficient in iron rations. These were made
up from the Quartermaster's Store. It seems evident that the arrangements
for the issue of iron rations at the Base are defective, as on ssveral
occasions drafts have arrived short of these rations.

Commanding Officer inspected the draft in billets. It is reported that

Lord Kitchener has been drewned on H.M,S."Hampshire". At 11,30 p.m. a

test Gas Alarm was carried out. The half battalion atx BEUVRY had turned

in for the night and most of the men were asleep. Time taken to get helmets
adjusted - five minutes; and time taken until all had stood to - twenty minutes.

At 3 p.m. the half bettalion at BEUVRY moved to Jarding des Sports, BETHUNE,
and were Joined about 1 a.,m, the following moming by the half battalion from
the trenches. Troops were in bivouacs and much crowded. Ground was very
wet and muddy and most uncomfortable.

The battalion paraded in the Jardins des Sports. Owing to laak of space,
and the heavy nature of the ground through rain, drill mevemsnts were much
hampered. Orders received to move into BETHUNE tomorrow.

The battalion moved to Montmorency Barracks, BETHUNE, at 5 p.m, We furnished
Brigade Headquarters guard. Billets are good and have been treated with
distemper, rendering them fresh and clean. Rifle racks are being put up

in all the rooms by our Pioneers.

Training carried out on a large fkat field which takes in the whole battalion.
Strict attention is being paid to close order drill and handling of arms.
All web equipment has been washed and buttons polished. On 13th.inst. all
ranks were put through a chamber containing Chlorine gas. It was found that
the P.H., helmet was a perfect safeguard and that no sensation of discomfort
was experienced by our men. After coming out of the gas, tube helmets were
taken off, and men allowed to breathe in one mouthful of the gas in order to
satisfy them as to its strength and the impossibility of living in it without
a helmet. Lewis Gun, Bayonet Fighting, Trench Mortar and Grenade courses
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